Summarization strategies used in the summaries of English narrative and descriptive texts by the second semester students of the English Department of Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya by Indarwati, Melina Heri
SUMMARIZATION STRATEGIES USED IN THE 
SUMMARIES OF ENGLISH NARRATIVE AND 
DESCRIPTIVE TEXTS BY THE SECOND SEMESTER 
STUDENTS OF THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT OF 
WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 
SURABAYA  
 
A THESIS 
 
In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for The Sarjana 
Pendidikan Degree in English Language Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
./  
By: 
    MELINA HERI INDARWATI 
1213002132 
 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND PEDAGOGY 
WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 
SURABAYA 
 
September 2006 
 1
 
  
 
 2
  
 
 3
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Having been finishing this thesis, the writer would like to thank The 
Almighty God for His guiding light during this thesis writing. He believes that 
God has given her unlimited help, grace, and strength through the following 
people: 
1. Dr. B. Budiyono, M. Pd, the writer’s first advisor, who has given a chance for 
the writer to give summary assignment to the students in his classes. 
Additionally, he has helped the writer to count on and enrich herself with 
experiences to come to maturity. 
2. Dra. Ruruh Mindari, M.Pd, the writer’s second advisor, whose guidance, 
valuable suggestions, and encouragement have inspired the writer in 
accomplishing this thesis. 
3. Dian Ekaristi, the writer’s colleague, who has given her valuable time and 
second opinion in helping the writer in analyzing the students’ summaries. 
4. The writer’s parents and sisters, whose sincere wishes have actualized their 
invaluable loving care, prayers, and supports, to the writer in accomplishing 
her thesis. 
5. All of the lecturers of English Department of Widya Mandala Catholic 
University Surabaya, whose superiors and human weaknesses have enriched 
her with knowledge to gain some abilities and wisdom to become a mature 
person. 
 4
6. The second semester students of English Department of Widya Mandala 
Catholic University Surabaya, who have participated in this study by 
giving attention and good cooperation during the data collection. 
7. The librarians, who have helped her in finding numbers of important 
books and references for this study. 
8. The writer’s friends, Dian, Nunik, Anneke, Evania, Sherly Juvita, Shierly 
Omar, for their friendship, laughters, and encouragement. 
 Finally, the writer’s sincere gratitude also goes to some other people, 
whom she cannot mention one by one for their cares and love, encouragement, 
and companion that are always there whenever she needs them. Thank you so 
much. 
 
 
The writer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 5
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Page 
APPROVAL SHEET (1).................................................................  2 
APPROVAL SHEET (2)...........................................................................    3 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.......................................................................    4 
TABLE OF CONTENTS.........................................................................    6 
LISTS OF TABLES...................................................................................   10 
ABSTRACT..................................................................................................   14 
 
CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Background of the Study.......................................................................   15 
1.2 Statement of the Problem...................................................................... 19 
1.3 Objective of the Study.......................................................................... 20 
1.4 Theoretical Framework.........................................................................  20 
1.5  The Significance of the Study............................................................... 22 
1.6 The Assumption..................................................................................... 22 
1.7 The Scope and Limitation of the Study................................................. 23 
1.8 The Definition of the Key Term............................................................ 24 
1.9 Organization of the Thesis..................................................................... 26 
 
CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
2.1 The Schema Theory............................................................................... 27  
 6
 2.1.1 The Characteristics of Schemata................................................ 28 
 2.1.2 The Types of Schemata.............................................................. 29 
 2.1.3 The Functions of Schemata...................................................... 30 
2.1.4 The Use of Schemata in Determining the Importance of Ideas 30   
2.2 The Macro Structure Theory............................................................... 33 
2.3 Reading for Writing............................................................................. 39 
2.4 The Role of Schemata in “Reading for Writing.”................................ 40 
2.5 Writing Summaries.............................................................................. 41 
2.5.1 The Steps of Writing Summaries................................................ 42 
2.5.2 The Criteria of a Good Summary............................................... 44 
2.5.3 Summarization Strategies........................................................... 45 
2.5.4 The Importance of Summarization.............................................. 46 
2.6  Previous Study..................................................................................... 46 
 
CHAPTER III: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
3.1 The Research Design........................................................................... 49 
3.2 The Subject.......................................................................................... 49 
3.3 The Instrument.................................................................................... 51 
3.4 The Procedure of Data Collection....................................................... 55 
3.5 The Technique of Data Analysis........................................................ 56 
 
CHAPTER IV: DATA ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS 
4.1 Data Analysis..................................................................................... 58 
 7
4.2 Findings.............................................................................................. 59 
4.2.1 Findings of the Summaries Based on 
 The Narrative Text Analysis................................................... 60 
 4.2.1.1 Finding in Term of the Title..................................... 61  
 4.2.1.2 Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Every  
  Paragraph.................................................................. 62 
 4.2.1.3 Finding in Term of the Conclusion........................... 77 
 4.2.1.4 Finding in Term of Specific Details or Examples.... 78 
 4.2.1.5 Finding in Term of Additional Opinion................... 79 
 4.2.1.6 Finding in Term of the Use of the Simple Past Tense 80 
 4.2.1.7 Finding in Term of the Capitalization, Punctuation, 
  Transition, and Word Choice................................... 80 
4.2.2 Findings of the Summaries Based on  
 the Descriptive Text Analysis................................................. 82 
 4.2.2.1 Finding in Term of the Title .................................... 83 
 4.2.2.2 Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Every  
  Paragraph ................................................................ 83 
 4.2.2.3 Finding in term of the Conclusion........................... 91 
 4.2.2.4 Finding in Term of Specific Details or Examples... 92 
 4.2.2.5 Finding in Term of Additional Opinion.................. 94 
 4.2.2.6 Finding in Term of the Use of  
  the Simple Present Tense........................................ 95 
 4.2.2.7 Finding in Term of the Capitalization, Punctuation,  
 8
  Transition, and Word Choice................................... 96 
4.3  The Exception Finding........................................................................ 97 
 
CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
5.1 Conclusion.......................................................................................... 99 
5.2 Suggestions......................................................................................... 102 
 
REFERENCES......................................................................................... 104 
APPENDICES 
Appendix 1: The Narration Text, “Night Watch” 
Appendix 2: The Descriptive Text, “Flour Sack” 
Appendix 3: The Result of Summaries Analysis Based on the Narration 
Text 
Appendix 4: The Result of Summaries Analysis Based on the 
Descriptive Text 
Appendix 5: The Example of the Student’s Summary Based on the 
Narrative Text 
Appendix 6: The Example of the Student’s Summary Based on the 
Descriptive Text 
Appendix 7: The Example of the Writer’s Summary Based on the 
Narrative Text 
Appendix 8: The Example of the Writer’s Summary Based on the 
Descriptive Text 
 9
LIST OF TABLES 
 
Table 3.1: The Checklist for the Summaries Based on  
 the Narrative Text..................................................... 52 
Table 3.2: The Checklist for the Summaries Based on  
 the Descriptive Text................................................. 53 
Table 4.1:  Finding in Term of the Title of Narrative Text ....... 61 
Table 4.2: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 1 of 
  Narrative Text........................................................... 62 
Table 4.3: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 2 of 
  Narrative Text........................................................... 63 
Table 4.4: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 3 of 
  Narrative Text........................................................... 64 
Table 4.5: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 4 of 
 Narrative Text............................................................ 65 
Table 4.6: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 5 of 
  Narrative Text........................................................... 66 
Table 4.7: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 6 of  
 Narrative Text........................................................... 67 
Table 4.8: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 7 of  
 Narrative text............................................................. 69 
Table 4.9: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 8 of 
 Narrative Text...................................................... 69 
 10
Table 4.10:  Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 9 of  
 Narrative Text........................................................... 71 
Table 4.11: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 10 of 
 Narrative text............................................................ 72 
Table 4.12: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 11 of 
 Narrative text............................................................. 73 
Table 4.13: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 12 of 
 Narrative Text........................................................... 74 
Table 4.14: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 13 of 
 Narrative Text........................................................... 75 
Table 4.15: Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 14 of 
 Narrative Text........................................................... 76 
Table 4.16: Finding in Term of the Conclusion of Narrative Text 77 
Table 4.17: Finding in Term of the Specific Details or Examples  
 of Narrative text......................................................... 78 
Table 4.18: Finding in Term of Additional Opinion  
 of Narrative Text........................................................ 79 
Table 4.19: Finding in Term of the Use of the Simple Past Tense of  
  Narrative Text......................................................... 80 
Table 4.20:  Finding in Term of Capitalization, Transition,  
  Punctuation, and Word Choice of Narrative text.... 80  
Table 4.21:  Finding in Term of the Title of Descriptive Text.... 83 
Table 4.22:  Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 1 of 
 11
  Descriptive Text.................................................. 83 
Table 4.23:  Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 2 of 
  Descriptive Text..................................................... 84 
Table 4.24:  Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 3 of 
  Descriptive Text..................................................... 85 
Table 4.25:  Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 4 of 
  Descriptive Text..................................................... 86 
Table 4.26:  Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 5 of 
  Descriptive Text..................................................... 87 
Table 4.27:  Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 6 of  
  Descriptive Text...................................................... 88 
Table 4.28:  Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 7 of 
  Descriptive Text...................................................... 89 
Table 4.29:  Finding in Term of the Main Idea of Paragraph 8 of  
  Descriptive Text...................................................... 90  
Table 4.30:  Finding in Term of the Conclusion of  
  Descriptive Text...................................................... 91 
Table 4.31:  Finding of the Specific Details or Examples of 
  Descriptive Text...................................................... 92 
Table 4.32:  Finding in Term of Additional Opinion of  
  Descriptive Text...................................................... 94 
Table 4.33:  Finding in Term of the Use of  
  the Simple Present Tense of Descriptive Text............. 95 
 12
Table 4.34:  Finding in Term of Capitalization, Transition,  
  Punctuation, and Word Choice of Descriptive Text..  96  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 13
ABSTRACT 
Indarwati, Melina Heri. 2006. Summarization Strategies Used in the Summaries of 
English Narrative and Descriptive Texts by the Second Semester Students  of 
the English Department of Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya. S-
1 Thesis. English Department Faculty of Teacher training and Pedagogy. 
Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya. Advisors: (i) Dr. B. 
Budiyono, M. Pd. (ii) Dra. Ruruh Mindari, M. Pd. 
 
Key words: summarization strategies, preservation, deletion, paraphrase, verbatim,  
 narrative text, descriptive text 
 
  In learning many lessons at schools and universities, many students complain 
that they cannot follow the lessons that are given by their teachers. Some university 
students, especially, also complain that when there is an exam, they cannot memorize all 
the information in the textbook because there is too much information contained in it. 
Other students even do not know what to memorize from the book since they don’t know 
which part is very important. To overcome this problem, many teachers suggest that the 
students make a summary. When they have to read a book, they have to jot down 
important parts that they should remember from the book. The problem now is that the 
teachers never teach them how to make a good summary. They never give specific 
guidelines about writing a summary. As the result, the students have various strategies in 
writing a summary. 
 In this study, the writer conducted a study to find out the strategies, which are 
used in the students’ summaries. The schemata theory mentions the importance of 
schemata in assisting someone to write, so omeone will get ideas to write from reading.  
Meanwhile, the macro structure theory explains about the use of the theory to determine 
the relation among sentences in one discourse topic. By writing a summary, students can 
gain information that can activate schemata and write only important parts which can 
support the topic of the summary. 
 In conducting this study, the writer used a narrative text entitled “Night Watch” 
and a descriptive one entitled “Flour Sack.”  Those two texts were given to the second 
semester students of the English Department of Widya Mandala Catholic University 
Surabaya to be summarized. They were given time around one hour to summarize one 
text and the texts were given in two different meetings. Their summaries became the data 
of this study to find out the strategies they used in writing the summaries. 
 From the data it was found out that the students use preservation and deletion as 
the strategies in the summaries. However, some of them preserved main ideas that 
actually should be deleted and there are also some of them who deleted main ideas that 
should be preserved actually. Most of them, who used the preservation preferred verbatim 
to paraphrase as the strategies in writing their summaries. After discussing the findings, 
then the writer predicted some causes of the findings.  
 The writer concluded generally, that most of the summaries were not good 
enough and unacceptable since they have never been taught about how to write a 
summary before. Additionally, they were very dependent on the text since many of them 
wrote the sentence in verbatim and could not make their own sentences. Additionally, 
they could not interpret the the topic sentence and the main idea, which were stated 
implicitly. Therefore, the writer suggests that summarization strategies can be used as an 
alternative to teach  writing and to improve the students’ writing skill 
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